New laws on patient treatment decisions.
These recent legislative changes should assist physicians in implementing appropriate health care decisions by patients and their families. The Natural Death Act amendments authorize the withholding and withdrawal of life-sustaining procedures from patients with incurable or irreversible conditions if death will result within a relatively short time without use of such procedures. The amendments are effective Sept 1, 1989, and apply to directives executed on or after that date. The durable power of attorney bill, effective June 14, 1989, provides a comprehensive method for allowing decision making by a surrogate. Education of the public and advance planning by principals are needed for it to be effective. Because HB 2098 requires advance execution of the power of attorney, in all likelihood most decisions to withhold or withdraw life-sustaining procedures from patients with a terminal condition will continue to be made using the procedures set forth in the Natural Death Act.